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LAWS  OF  SARAWAK

CHAPTER  33
(1958  Edition)

BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 
ORDINANCE

An Ordinance to provide for the licensing and taxation of trades  
and other gainful occupations.

[1st January, 1955]

Short title
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Businesses, Professions 

and Trades Licensing Ordinance.*

* Amended by Ord. 19/62.  This Ordinance has been declared Feneral  Law—
See F.L.N. 200/65.

Interpretation
†2. In this Ordinance—

[Amended by Ordinance 38 of 1957]

“Appropriate  Magistrate”  means  a  Magistrate  exercising 
jurisdiction within the district, or within any one of the districts, 
within  which  the  premises,  upon  or  from which  the  business 
licensed may under such licence be carried on,  is situate  or,  if 
there are no such premises, within the district or districts in which 
the business may under the licence be carried on;

“business”  means  any  form  of  trade,  commerce, 
craftsmanship, profession, calling or other activity carried on for 
the purpose of gain but does not include an office or employment 
or any charitable undertaking;

[Sub. Ord. No 15/60.]
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4 CAP.  33  (1958  ED.)

“Collector”  means  the  Director  of  Inland  Revenue  and 
includes a Deputy Collector appointed by or under section 5 (2):

[Sub. Ord. No. 15/60.]

Provided that,  subject to  any directions of the Minister, the 
powers  of a  Deputy Collector  shall be exercised in conformity 
with the instructions of the Collector;

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

“company” means any incorporated company, whether or not 
such company is incorporated in Sarawak;

[Inserted by Ordinance 38 of 1957]

“penalty” or “penalty for late payment” in sections 9, 15 and 
25 includes the surcharge imposed by section 6 (3) and (4);

“proprietor” means the owner of a business and includes any 
person  carrying on  such business in partnership or  association 
with others and, for the purpose of liability to tax, or any penalty 
for  late  payment,  or  any  surcharge,  includes  the  personal 
representatives or  trustee in bankruptcy of any of the aforesaid 
persons and any manager, agent, receiver or other person through 
or by whom, or in association with whom, the business is carried 
on,  but  does  not  include any employee,  other  than a  manager, 
whose interest in the business is confined solely to the receipt of 
remuneration determined in advance and having no relation to the 
profits made;

[Am. Ord. No. 15/60.]

“registered  proprietor”  means  the  person  declared  by the 
licence to be the proprietor of the business thereby licensed;

“tax” means the fee payable for a licence issued under this 
Ordinance;

† Definitions  of  “month”,”volume  of  bussiness”  and  “year”  deleted  by Ord.  
15/60.
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BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 5

Prohibition of carrying on business without a licence

3.—(1) Any person who,  whether  alone or  in partnership or 
association with others, and whether as principal, agent or manager, or 
in any other capacity, carries on in Sarawak any business in respect of 
which a  trading licence is not  for  the  time being in force,  or  who 
carries on such business in any premises or place, or by means of any 
vessel or vehicle or other means or thing whatsoever, to  which such 
licence does not extend, shall be guilty of an offence: Penalty, a fine of 
one thousand ringgit.

(2) A  separate  trading  licence  is  required  for  each  of  the 
businesses in the First Schedule which may be carried on and, if such 
Schedule so provides, for every premises at which a business to which 
this Ordinance applies is being carried on or, as the case may be, for 
every vessel or vehicle or other means or thing by which such business 
is carried on.

(3) For the purpose of this section and the First Schedule, but 
not so as to exclude any other reason for considering any premises to 
be  distinct  or  separate  from  other  premises,  premises  which  are 
separately let or sub-let, or which, although forming the subject matter 
of the same tenancy, are connected by a lobby, passage or stairway not 
let  or  sub-let  together  with  such premises,  shall be  deemed  to  be 
separate premises.

(4) The issue of a licence and the payment of tax hereunder 
shall not affect any liability to obtain any licence or other authorization 
under any other law or to pay any fee prescribed thereunder.

Summary recovery of arrears of tax and surcharge

4.—(1) Where  any person  is  convicted  of  an  offence  under 
section 3 the court, in addition to any fine it may impose, shall, unless 
all arrears of tax and any surcharge payable have been paid, make an 
order for the payment of the amount due in respect thereof.

[Sub. Ord. No 15/60; Am. Act A154.]
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6 CAP.  33  (1958  ED.)

(2) Where  an order  is made under  subsection  (1)  the  court 
may, in addition to any period of imprisonment  imposed for an offence 
under section 3, impose a period of imprisonment not exceeding three 
months for  non-payment  of  the  amount  of  such arrears  of tax  and 
charge. 

[Am. Act A154.]

(3) Any money paid pursuant  to  an order  under  this section 
shall be paid or credited to the Collector.

[Am. Act A154.]

Issue of licences

5.—(1) A  Collector  shall,  on  application  therefor  by  the 
proprietor  of  a  business to  which this Ordinance applies and upon 
payment of the tax or of the first instalment thereof, as the case may 
be, by the applicant, issue the appropriate trading licence.

[Sub. Ord. No. 15/60.]

(2) Every  District  Officer,  other  than  the  District  Officer, 
Kuching,  is  hereby appointed  to  be  a  Deputy  Collector  within his 
district.

(3) Notwithstanding  subsection  (2),  the  Minister  may,  by 
notification  in  the  Gazette,  appoint  any  person  to  be  a  Deputy 
Collector within any district or area and any such appointment may be 
made subject to  such limitations or  restrictions as the Minister may 
think fit to impose.

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

(4) For the purposes of an application under subsection (1), a 
director or the secretary or any person engaged in the management of a 
company shall be deemed to be a proprietor of a business.
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BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 7

Duration of licences

6.—(1) Trading licences issued under this Ordinance shall be 
valid for a period of one year from the date of issue, but the annual fee 
may on  application  in  the  prescribed  form be  paid  in  half  yearly 
instalments.

(2) Where  payment  is  being  effected  by  instalments,  each 
instalment shall become due and payable without demand on the dates 
specified in the licence.

[Sub. Act A154.]

(3) If any instalment which has become due is not paid by the 
16th of the month succeeding that in which it became due, a surcharge 
equal to the amount of the instalment shall be payable.

[Sub. Ord. No. 15/60.]

(4) If any instalment which has become due is not paid by the 
end of the month succeeding that in which it became due, a surcharge 
of  double  the  amount  of  the  instalment  shall  be  payable  and  the 
business shall, for the purposes of section 3(1), be deemed to be one in 
respect of which no licence is in force.

[Sub. Ord. No. 15/60.]

(5) In any case in which an offence against section 3 has been 
committed by reason of the fact that a licence has ceased to be in force 
by virtue of this section, the Collector may, with the consent of the ex-
licensee, compound the offence by accepting a payment not exceeding 
one hundred ringgit.

[Sub. Ord. No. 15/60; Am. Act A154.]

Fees

7. The  fees  specified  in  the  First  Schedule  shall,  without 
prejudice to any adjustment hereinafter provided for, be the fees for the 
trading  licences  therein  specified  for  the  period  of  one  year,  and 
instalments under section 6 shall be computed proportionately.
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Exemptions
8.—(1) Without prejudice to section 23—

(a) the  Collector  may,  subject  to  the  directions  of  the 
Minister with the concurrence of the Chief Minister, exempt any 
particular business from payment of tax, or may reduce or remit 
the tax or any part thereof;

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

*(b) the Minister with the concurrence of the Chief Minister 
may, by order signified in the  Gazette having application to  the 
whole or any area of Sarawak and to any class or description of 
business and to any period, grant exemption from the payment of 
tax, or reduce or remit any tax or any part thereof.

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

(2) The Collector  shall give effect  to  any order  made under 
subsection (1) (b).

* See  Businesses,  Professions  and  Trades  Licensing  (Public  Bodies)  (Tax 
Exemption) Order, 1963 (G.N.S. 65/63).

Payment and recovery of tax
9.—(1) The proprietors of any business which is being carried 

on to which this Ordinance applies shall, whether or not a licence has 
been issued in respect thereof and whether or not payment has been 
demanded,  become  liable,  jointly  and  severally,  to  pay  to  the 
Government of Sarawak, as a civil debt, the appropriate tax together 
with any penalty for late payment.

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

(2) Without prejudice to  section 15 or to  any lawful remedy, 
any tax,  and any penalty for late payment, may be recovered by the 
Collector  by  summons  returnable  before  an  Appropriate  Sessions 
Court  Judge,  and  such  Magistrate  shall  have  full  jurisdiction, 
notwithstanding any other law and whatever the amount involved, to 
order and enforce the payment thereof to the Government of Sarawak:

[Am. Act 92; Act A671.]

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]
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BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 9

Provided that—

(a) an appeal shall lie to  the High Court  from any order 
made by a Magistrate under this section in like manner as if such 
order had been made in a civil proceeding; and

(b) the recovery of any tax or penalty shall be deemed to be 
a civil matter for the purpose of any further appeal to the Federal 
Court.

[Am. Act 7/64; Act A606 & A885.]

(3) If any tax,  other  than tax the payment of which is being 
effected by instalments, remains unpaid for a period of one month after 
it became due a penalty of one half of the amount of the tax shall, 
without prejudice to any penalty which may be imposed under section 
3, be payable.

[Sub. Ord. No. 15/60.]

(4) Liability to any penalty shall not be affected by the fact that 
proceedings have been initiated under this section for the recovery of 
any tax or penalty, or by a case being stated under section 15, but, in 
any case  in  which the  Court  decides  that  the  tax  claimed  by the 
Collector  was in excess of what was due,  it shall adjust the penalty 
and,  if it  considers  that  the  proprietor  was  justified in making no 
payment or in making such payment, as he did in fact make, until the 
question of his liability had been determined by the court, it may remit 
the penalty.

10. [Repealed by Ordinance 15 of 1960]

11. [Repealed by Ordinance 15 of 1960]

12. [Repealed by Ordinance 15 of 1960]

13. [Repealed by Ordinance 15 of 1960]
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14. [Repealed by Ordinance 15 of 1960]

Collector may state or be required to state a case for the opinion 
of the High Court

15.—(1) If  any dispute  arises  between  the  Collector  and  any 
proprietor of any business to which this Ordinance applies as to—

(a) whether there is any liability to tax or to any penalty for 
the late payment thereof;

(b) whether such proprietor is or was exempt from tax;

(c) the amount  of tax or  of any penalty payable by such 
proprietor; or

(d) the meaning or  effect of any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance,

the Collector may, and, without prejudice to subsection (3) shall, if so 
required in writing by the registered proprietor,  state  a case for the 
opinion of the High Court:

Provided that, save where he has been so required, the Collector 
shall not state a case without prior notice in writing to the registered 
proprietor  stating briefly why it is proposed to  state  a case and the 
circumstances and conditions under which it will not be necessary for 
him to state a case.

(2) Where a case has been stated pursuant to  subsection (1), 
any proceedings  for  the  recovery of  any tax  or  any penalty under 
section 9 which may have been initiated shall be stayed until such case 
has been determined.

(3) If, when he is required to  state  a case,  it  appears to  the 
Collector that there are disputed questions of fact affecting the liability 
to tax or the amount thereof, he may in his discretion, in lieu of stating 
a case, take proceedings before an Appropriate Sessions Court Judge 
for the recovery of the tax.

[Am. Act 92; Act A671.]
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BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 11

(4) Where a case has been stated for the opinion of the High 
Court, the Court shall have power to amend the same or to require the 
Collector to amend or restate the same, if it apppears to the Court that 
there are disputed questions of fact affecting the liability to tax or the 
amount  thereof,  the  Court  may in  its  discretion  either  direct  that 
evidence be adduced,  whether  by affidavit or  by oral testimony, on 
such questions as a preliminary issue to the determination of the case 
stated, or in the course of such determination, or direct the Collector 
to take proceedings before an Appropriate Magistrate for recovery of 
the tax alleged to be due so that such disputed questions of fact may, 
without prejudice to any appeal, be determined in such proceedings.

(5) Upon  the  hearing  of  any  case  stated,  the  Court  shall 
determine the questions submitted:

Provided that—

(a) if in its opinion any tax or penalty is due, it shall, unless 
the amount of the same is agreed, proceed to assess the same and, 
without prejudice to  its power to  re-adjust or remit the penalty, 
shall order the payment of any tax or penalty;

(b) if in its opinion, no tax or penalty is due, it shall declare 
accordingly, and make any order necessary to give effect to such 
declaration and to adjust the rights of the parties; including, where 
required, an order for the re-payment of any tax or penalty, which 
may have been paid; and

(c) the Court  may make such order as to  the payment of 
costs as, having regard to its determination of the case stated and 
the  conduct  of  the  parties  before,  and  in the  course  of,  such 
determination, it deems fit.

(6) An  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Federal  Court  from  the 
determination of any question submitted on a case stated, and from any 
order made by the High Court under subsection (5), in like manner as 
if the same were an original judgment of the High Court  within the 
meaning of section 67 of the Courts of Judicature Act, 1964.

[Am. Act 7/64; Act A606 & A885.]
[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65; Act 91.]
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Collector may require reasonable information

16.—(1) Without  prejudice  to  any  regulations  made  under 
section 24,  the Collector  may, by notice in writing under  his hand, 
require any applicant for a licence or  any proprietor  to  furnish him, 
within a reasonable time, with any information relevant to the issue of 
the licence or, as the case may be, relevant to determining liability for, 
or the quantum of, tax.

(2) Any person who fails to  comply, within a reasonable time 
and without  lawful excuse, with a requirement under subsection (1) 
shall be guilty of an offence: Penalty, a fine of one thousand ringgit and 
the court may, in addition or in lieu of imposing a fine, make an order 
for the compliance, within a specified time, with such requirement.

Duty of proprietor to notify cessation of carrying on business

17. Any person who, being the registered proprietor of a business 
specified in Part  II  of  the  First  Schedule,  ceases  to  carry on  such 
business and, without lawful excuse, fails to inform the Collector of the 
proposed  cessation  in  writing  at  least  fifteen  days  prior  to  such 
cessation shall be guilty of an offence: Penalty, a fine of five hundred 
ringgit.

[Amended by Ordinance 15 of 1960]

Penalty for making false declaration or giving false information

18. Any person who, in completing any form for the purposes of 
this Ordinance or in supplying any information under section 16 (1), or 
who,  being required  by any regulations  made  under  section  24  to 
furnish any particulars,  makes  any statement  which is  false  in any 
material  particular,  or  by  reason  of  the  omission  of  any material 
particular, and which he either knows or has reason to believe is false 
shall be guilty of an offence: Penalty, imprisonment for six months and 
a fine of one thousand ringgit.

19. [Deleted by Act A154].
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BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 13

Transfer

20. A trading licence may, on payment of the fee prescribed in 
the First Schedule, be transferred by endorsement by the Collector to 
different premises or to different ownership or, if the licence is issued 
in  respect  of  a  vessel,  vehicle or  other  chattel,  to  another  vessel, 
vehicle or chattel, as the case may be.

Exhibition of licence and powers of entry

21.—(1) Whenever a separate  licence is required in respect  of 
any premises, or in respect of any vessel, vehicle or other chattel, such 
licence shall be exhibited in a conspicuous place on such premises, 
vessel, vehicle or chattel.

(2) The Collector or any police officer may, for the purpose of 
inspecting any licence or demanding its production, enter any premises 
or board any vessel in respect of which a separate licence is required, 
and may also, for the purpose of ascertaining whether a licence is in 
fact required and has been obtained or for ascertaining the name and 
address of the proprietor of any business being carried on for which a 
licence is required,  enter  upon any premises or  board any vessel or 
aircraft  upon which there is reason to  believe any business is being 
carried on for which a licence is required under this Ordinance.

(3) Any person who fails to  exhibit his licence as required by 
subsection (1),  or  refuses entry to  or  obstructs  any person seeking 
entry or entering in pursuance of subsection (2), shall be guilty of an 
offence: Penalty, a fine of two hundred ringgit.

Lost licences

22. The Collector, on being satisfied that a trading licence issued 
by him has been lost or destroyed and on payment of the fee prescribed 
in Part IV of the First Schedule, shall issue a duplicate licence to the 
licensee.
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Minister may amend Schedules

*23.—(1) The  Minister  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Chief 
Minister  may by order  signified in the  Gazette amend  any of  the 
Schedules.†

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

(2) Any such order  may, with the approval of the House of 
Representatives, have retrospective effect to  any date  in the year in 
which the order was made.

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

* See G.N.S. 141/61, 5/62 & 60/62.
† Subsection (1) omitted by Commissioners of Law Revision.

(3) Any order made under subsection (1) shall be laid upon the 
table  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  next  meeting  thereof 
following the  publication of such order  in the  Gazette and may be 
amended by resolution of the House of Representatives moved at that 
meeting or at any subsequent meeting.

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65 & Reprint Commissioner.]

[Subsection (3) substituted by Ordinance 2 of 1957]

Regulations

24.—(1) The  Minister  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Chief 
Minister  may  make  regulations  generally  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions of this Ordinance and, in particular, such regulations may—

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

(a) declare  what  contraventions  thereof  shall  constitute 
offences and may provide for the punishment thereof by penalties 
not exceeding imprisonment for three months and a fine of five 
hundred ringgit; and 
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BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 15

(b) provide for  the examination and inspection,  by or  on 
behalf of the Collector, of any books or documents, including bills 
and  invoices,  which  may  assist  the  Collector  in  making  any 
assessment  or  adjustment  required  to  be  made  under  this 
Ordinance, or in determining any liability for, and the quantum of, 
any tax imposed hereunder.

(2) The  forms to  be  used  in connection  with  the  issue and 
transfer of licences under this Ordinance shall be those set out in the 
Fourth Schedule.

[Amended by Commissioners of Law Revision]

Recovery of tax from persons leaving Sarawak

25.—(1) Where the Collector  is of opinion that  any person is 
about to, or likely to, leave Sarawak without paying all tax for which 
he  is  then  liable,  or  without  paying  any penalty  which  may have 
become due, he may issue a certificate containing particulars of such 
tax or penalty and a direction to the Commissioner of Police to prevent 
such person leaving Sarawak without  paying the  tax or  penalty,  or 
furnishing security to the satisfaction of the Commissioner for payment 
thereof.

Act. 344.

(2) The Commissioner of Police shall, on receipt of any such 
certificate and direction issued by the Collector, take, or cause to  be 
taken by any police officer,  such measures as  may be necessary to 
prevent the person named in such direction from leaving Sarawak until 
payment of the tax or penalty or both, as the case may be, has or have 
been made or secured as aforesaid, including the use of such force as 
may  be  necessary,  and  the  seizure,  removal  or  retention  of  any 
passport,  certificate  of identity or  other  travel document  relating to 
such person and of any exit permit or other document authorizing such 
person to leave Sarawak.

Act. 344.
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(3) At the time of issue of his certificate,  the Collector  shall 
issue  to  such person  a  notification  thereof  by personal  service,  or 
registered post;  but the non-receipt of any such notification by such 
person shall not invalidate proceedings under this section.

(4) Production of a certificate signed by the Collector, stating 
that the tax or penalty or both, as the case may be, has or have been 
paid, or that security has been furnished therefor, or payment of the tax 
or penalty or both, as the case may be, to the police officer in charge of 
the police station, shall be sufficient authority for allowing such person 
to leave Sarawak.

(5) Any person who, knowing that a direction has been issued 
under this section for the prevention of his departure from Sarawak, 
leaves or attempts to leave Sarawak without paying all tax for which 
he is then liable and any penalty which may have become due,  or 
furnishing security to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Collector  for  payment 
thereof  shall be guilty of  an offence:  Penalty,  imprisonment  for  six 
months  and  a  fine of  one  thousand  ringgit,  and  may be  arrested, 
without warrant, by any police officer.

(6) No  civil  or  criminal  proceedings  shall  be  instituted  or 
maintained against the Government of the Federation or of Sarawak, 
the Commissioner of Police or any other police officer in respect of 
anything lawfully done under the authority of this section.

[Mod. F.L.N. 418/65.]

Act. 344.
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BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 17

Provision for service of notifications and other communications by 
Collector

26.—(1) Without prejudice to any other method of service which 
may be  deemed  reasonable  or  sufficient,  any notification,  demand, 
assessment, adjustment or other communication required to be served 
by the Collector  shall be deemed to  be sufficiently served if served 
personally on  any person,  or  addressed  by registered  post  to  such 
person  at  any address  given  by him to  the  Collector,  which  the 
Collector,  at  the time of service,  has no reason to  believe is not  a 
correct address, and, in the case of any proprietor, shall be sufficiently 
addressed if addressed to  the registered proprietor of the business to 
which the communication relates at the address, if any, declared by the 
licence to be the appropriate address for the purpose of this section, or, 
if there is no such address, to the premises, or any of the premises, at 
or from which it is stated in the licence the business will be carried on.

(2) Any communication shall be deemed to  have been served 
three days after the day upon which acknowledgement of its receipt, 
for the purpose of dispatch by registered post, was given by the Post 
Office at which it was posted.

Sessions Court to exercise jurisdiction over offences

27. Notwithstanding anything in the  Criminal Procedure  Code 
[Act 593], a Sessions Court may exercise jurisdiction in respect of any 
offence  under  this  Ordinance  and  may  impose  any  punishment 
provided for such offence.

[Added Ord. No. 15/60.]

[Sections 27 and 28 omitted by Commissioners of
Law Revision]

Saving in respect of certain bussinesses

28. This  Ordinance  shall  not  apply to  any of  the  businesses 
specified in the Third Schedule.

[Added Ord. No. 15/60.]
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FIRST  SCHEDULE.

(Sections 3(2), 3(3), 6(5), 7, 17, 20, 22 and 23)

LICENCES AND CONDITIONS, AND FEES APPLICABLE THERETO.

PART  I.

*In this Schedule—

“bazaar” has the meaning attributed to it by the Second Schedule, and 
the  limits  of  a  bazaar  and  the  classes  of  bazaars  shall  be  determined  
accordingly;

“contractor” means a person who contracts to build any premises or to 
do any work for another, the cost of which (inclusive of labour and materials  
employed on such work, whether they be supplied by the contractor or some 
other person) equals or exceeds the sum of two thousand dollars;

“craftsman”  means  a  person,  other  than  a  jeweller,  goldsmith  or 
silversmith, who undertakes skilled work with the hands;

“motor  vehicle”  has  the  meaning  assigned  to  it  by the  Road Traffic 
Ordinance, 1960 [14 of 1960].

PART II.

[Subs. Ord. 15/60.]

1.—(1) A licence to carry on the business of an importer or an exporter—

(a) in a Class I Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) in a Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(c) in a Class III Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(d) in a Class IV Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

(2) An importer’s or exporter’s licence, as the case may be, shall entitle the 
holder to carry on the business of an importer, exporter and general trader.

2.—(1) A licence to carry on the business of sawmiller $25.00.

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]
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(2) A licence  shall  authorize  the  operation  of all  sawmills  which  are 
owned and operated by the same proprietor and which are specified in the licence.

*Definitions of “goods”, “hoppus ton”, “import” and “log tonnage” deleted by Ordinance 15 of 1960.

*see also Swk. L.N. (F) 15/71.

3.—(1) A licence to carry on the business of a cinema or theatre—

(a) in a Class I Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) in a Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(c) in a Class III Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(d) in a Class IV Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

(2) A  separate  licence  shall  be  required  for  each  cinema  or  theatre  
whether  or  not  such  cinema  or  theatre  is  owned  and  operated  by the  same 
proprietor.

PART III.

4. A  licence  to  carry  on  the  business  of  shipping  for  the  carriage  of 
passengers  or  cargo along the coasts and  in  the waterways of Sarawak only,  or  
between any place in the Fifth Division and Sabah or Brunei a fee of $25.00.

(2) Sub-paragraph  (1) shall  not apply to a business in which no vessels 
other than vessels other than vessels propelled only by outboard engines are used 
for such business.

5. A licence to carry on the business of carrying  passengers  or goods in 
motor vehicles for hire or reward—

(a) in a Class I Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) in a Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(c) in a Class III Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(d) in a Class IV Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]
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6. A licence to carry on the business of instruction of persons for reward in  
the driving of motor vehicles other than motor cycles—

(a) in a Class I Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) in a Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(c) in a Class III Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(d) in a Class IV Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

7. A licence to carry on the sale of goods
from any water borne craft a fee of $25.00 for each craft.

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

8. A licence to carry on the business of a
contractor a fee of $25.00

9.—(1) A licence to carry on the business of a hotel keeper or boarding 
house keeper—

(a) in a Class I Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) in a Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(c) in a Class III Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(d) in a Class IV Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

(2) A  separate  licence  is  required  for  each  hotel  or  boarding  house 
whether  or not such hotel or boarding house is owned and operated by the same 
proprietor.

10. A licence to carry on the business of a printer—

(a) in a Class I Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) in a Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(c) in a Class III Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(d) in a Class IV Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

For Reference Only



Sa
ra

wak
 La

wne
t

BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 21

11. A licence to carry on the business of a 
barber or hairdresser a fee of $25 for each place of business

12. A licence to carry on the business of craftsman in one place of business 
only, limited to the employment therein of not more than three persons, including  
the proprietor if he works as a craftsman in the business—

(a) in a Class I or Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) elsewhere a fee of $25.00

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

[Item 13 deleted by G.N.S. 60 of 1962]

14.—(1) A licence to carry on the business of general trader or any other 
business not being the practice of a profession only not otherwise specified in the 
Schedule—

[Am. Ord. 19/62.]

(a) in a Class I Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(b) in a Class II Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(c) in a Class III Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

(d) in a Class IV Bazaar a fee of $25.00;

[Am. P.U. (A) 14/71.]

(e) outside the limits of any bazaar—

  (i) if within three miles of any bazaar,  the same fee as is 
payable in the nearest bazaar; or

 (ii) if more than three miles from any Bazaar the same fee 
as is payable in a Class IV Bazaar.

[Proviso deleted by Ordinance 19 of 1962]

(2) A separate  licence  is  required  in  respect  of each  premises  but  the 
licence  covers  any  number  of  different  types  of  business  not  being  a  business 
specially mentioned in this Schedule.
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15. A licence to practice a profession a fee of $25.00 for 
each office or con-
sulting room.

[Added Ord. 19/62; Am. P.U. (A) 14/71].

PART IV.

16. Fees for transfers of licences and duplicate licence—

(a) for any transfer under section 20 $2

(b) for any duplicate licence under section 22 $2

[Am. Act A154.]
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SECOND  SCHEDULE.

(Part I of First Schedule)

CLASSIFICATION  OF  BAZAARS.

1. In this Schedule, “bazaar” means a trading centre, but shall not include 
any trading centre the limits of which, as a bazaar or as an area of town land, have  
not been notified, unless such bazaar is specifically included in this Schedule.

2. The limits of a bazaar shall be—

(a) in the case of any bazaar notified under the Land Code [Cap. 81 
(1958 Ed.)] as an area of town land, the limits thereby notified;

(b) in the case of any bazaar to which paragraph (a) does not apply, 
the limits notified by any written law, including any repealed written law; and

(c) if neither paragraph (a) nor (b) applies, the area of such trading 
centre which has been built upon:

Provided that—

(a) if any question arises under the provisions of the First Schedule 
as to which is the nearest bazaar, a certificate, under the hand of the officer  
lawfully discharging the functions of a Superintendent of Lands and Surveys 
of the  division  in  which  the  premises  upon  which  any business  is  being 
carried on are situate, that, having regard to the provisions of this Schedule,  
the premises therein specified are in a particular  bazaar,  or that  a specified  
bazaar  is the nearest  bazaar  to such premises,  shall  justify the Collector in 
making any assessment or demand, or taking any proceedings,  or otherwise 
acting  in  a  manner  which  would be justified if such certificate constituted 
conclusive proof; and

(b) save  as  aforesaid,  such  certificate  shall,  until  the  contrary  is 
proved, be evidence only of the fact therein stated.

3. Bazaars shall be classified as follows—

[Sub. Ord. 15/60.]
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Class I Bazaars 

Kuching

Miri

Sibu

Class II Bazaars 

Bau Lundu

Betong Marudi

Binatang Mukah

Bintulu Saratok

Kapit Sarikei

Lawas Serian

Limbang Simanggang

Class III Bazaars 

Bako 21½th Mile Simanggang Road

Balingian 24th Mile Simanggang Road

Batu 27th Mile Simanggang Road

Batu Kawa 29th Mile Simanggang Road

Batu Kitang 32nd Mile Simanggang Road

Batu Lintang (Ulu Undup) 36th Mile Simanggang Road

Bekenu Moyan 

Beluru Muara Tuang

Buso Nanga Dap 

Dalat Nanga Machan

Daro Nanga Ngemah

Debak Niah 
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Durin Nonok 

Engkilili Pangkalan Tebang

Gedong Pusa

Julau Roban

Kabong Sebauh

Kaki Wong (Krian Sambir 
above Saratok) 

Kanowit Santubong

Kenyana Lemai (Mukah) Sebuyau

Lingga Sematan 

Long Lama Sengayan

Lubok Antu Simunjan

Lubok Nibong Song 

Lutong Spaoh

Matu Sundar 

3rd Mile Rock Road Sungei Merah

7th Mile Penrissen Road Tambirat 

10th Mile Penrissen Road Tamin (Ulu Oya)

15th Mile Simanggang Road Tatau 

17½th Mile Simanggang Roadq Tebakang

19th Mile Simanggang Road Tebudu

[Amended by G.N.S. 5 of 1962] 

Class IV Bazaars

Any recognised Bazaars not falling into Class I, II and III above. 
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THIRD  SCHEDULE.

(Section 2)

*EXEMPTED BUSINESS.

(1) The  business  of  a  planter,  farmer,  stock  raiser,  market-gardener  or 
dairyman who deals only in the produce of his own estate.

(2) The business of a fisherman or collector of primary products who deals 
only in the produce of his own labour.

(3) The business of a trader in fruit or vegetables, a milk-seller or hawker,  
other than a boat hawker, licensed as such under any written law for the time being 
in force.

(4) Any business conducted in any public market at a stall, table or stance 
for which rent is paid under any written law for the time being in force.

(5) A business for which a licence is required under any written law for the  
time being in force relating to the manufacture or sale of intoxicating liquor, where  
this business is the sole business conducted on the premises.

(6) The  business  of  mining  under  the  authority  of any licence  or  lease 
granted under any written law for the time being in force.

(7) Domestic industries.

(8) The business of carrying passengers or cargo over a ferry.

(9) The business of a pawnbroker under the authority of any written law for 
the time being in force.

(10) The business of carrying  on a  place of public entertainment  licensed 
under the provisions of any written law, other than  the business of carrying on a 
cinema or the business of carrying on a theatre.

(11) Any Co-operative Society other than a Co-operative Retail Store which 
sells goods to persons who are not members of the Society.

(12) The business of importing chickens, upon a certificate by the Director of 
Agriculture  to the effect that  such business will  improve the stock of poultry in  
Sarawak.

(13) Any retail business carried on on land not held under a document of title 
within the meaning assigned thereto by section 2 of the Land Code [Cap. 81 (1958  
Ed.)], not being a business dealing with any commodity which the Resident of the 
division  in  which  such  business  is  carried  on  has,  by writing  under  his  hand,  
declared to be produce habitually exported from Sarawak.

(14) The  business  of a  midwife registered  under  the  Midwives Ordinance 
[Cap. 113].

[Added by G.N. S. 141/61.]

For Reference Only



Sa
ra

wak
 La

wne
t

BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 27

(15) The business of carrying on a padi-mill.

[Added by G.N. S. 60/62.]

*Former items (1), (12) and (16) deleted by Ordinance 15 of 1960 and remaining items renumbered.
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FOURTH  SCHEDULE.

FORM 1

(Section 5, 23 and 24(2))

(I.R.D. No. 7)

SARAWAK  GOVERNMENT 

THE BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONS AND TRADES
LICENSING ORDINANCE

No. ...................

A LICENCE IS HEREBY GRANTED TO ...

ON PREMISES SITUATED AT     ...         ...         ...  
IN RESPECT OF ... ... ... ... ...

TO CARRY ON BUSINESS OF ... .... ...

I  hereby undertake  to make payment  *yearly/half  yearly without  a  demand  
being made.

........................................
Signature of Licensee

[Subs. Act A154.]

For Reference Only



Sa
ra

wak
 La

wne
t

BUSINESSES,   PROFESSIONS  AND  TRADES  LICENSING 29

FORM  2

(Sections 5, 6 and 23)

(I.R.D. No. 8 (Revised))

SARAWAK GOVERNMENT 

THE BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONS AND TRADES
LICENSING ORDINANCE

APPLICATION FOR A TRADING LICENCE 

1. (a) Name  of 
Applicant   ....................................................................................  

...............................................................................................................
.....

(b) Name  in  which  licence  is  to  be issued  if  not  in  name  of  applicant 
...............................................................................................................

....

2. Name  of 
business  ................................................................................................. .........
......................................................................................................................

3. Exact  nature  of 
business  ...................................................................................... ....................
...........................................................................................................

4. Place(s)  at  which  business  is  carried 
on  ............................................................... ....................................................
...........................................................................

5. Address  for  service  of  notices  if  different  from 
4  ................................................  ....................................................................
...........................................................

6. If the business *was/is to be commenced subsequent to the 1st January of the 
year  in  respect  of  which  this  application  is  made,  state  date  of 
commencement  ...............................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................
......................................

I APPLY for a Trading Licence for the business described above and I HEREBY 
DECLARE THAT I intend to make payment *annually/half yearly.
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Date  ............................................ ...................................................
..

Signature of Applicant

PENALTY FOR FALSE DECLARATION 

Under section 18 any person who makes a statement  which is false in  any 
material  particular  or  by reason  of the  omission  of any material  particular  and  
which he either knows or has reason to believe is false shall be guilty of an offence 
and incurs a penalty of a fine of one thousand dollars and imprisonment  for six  
months.
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NOTE—A separate application is necessary for each type of business. 

Application Number Type Business Names Register Annual
Number (If applicable) $

Payment due PAYMENT  MADE

$ cts Official 
Receipt No.

Cashier’s 
Signature

Date issued  .....................................19.......................

.......................................................
*for Collector/Deputy Collector

Valid until  .....................................19.......................

Station:  Kuching

TRANSFER

Licence  transferred 
to  .................................................................................................

Vide  Application  for  Transfer  No.   ..........................................................  and  
Receipt

No.  ....................................

Date  ...........................................19...........

.......................................................
*for Collector/Deputy Collector

First instalment* ...

Second instalment* ...
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Penalty for late payment:

If any instalment which has become due is not paid—

(a) by the 16th of the month succeeding that in which it became due,  
a  surcharge  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  instalment  shall  be 
payable;

(b) by the end of the month succeeding that in which it became due,  
a  surcharge  of  double  the  amount  of  the  instalment  shall  be 
payable, and the licence lapses.

Where an offence against section 3 of the Ordinance has been committed by 
reason of the fact that an instalment has not been paid within one month of the due 
date the Collector  may,  with  the  consent  of the  ex-Licensee,  compound it  for a 
payment of an amount not exceeding one hundred dollars.

* Strike out whichever does not apply.

For Official use only

Application Business Annual Number of
No. Names Type Fee Licence

Register No. issued

*Strike out whichever does not apply.

[Subs. Act A154.]

FORM 3

(Section 20, 23 and 24(2))

SARAWAK GOVERNMENT

BUSINESSES, PROFESSIONS AND TRADES LICENSING ORDINANCE
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APPLICATION FOR A TRANSFER OF TRADING LICENCE 

1. Name  of 
Applicant  ...............................................................................................

2. Name  of 
Business  ................................................................................................  ........
.......................................................................................................................

3. Exact  nature  of  the 
Business  ................................................................................  ........................
.......................................................................................................

4. Address  of  the 
Business  .......................................................................................  .................
..............................................................................................................

I  WISH  TO  TRANSFER  THE  BUSINESS  HELD  UNDER  LICENCE 
No.   ..............................................................  
TO  ...............................................................

(NAME IN WHICH LICENCE IS TO BE ISSUED). 

..................................................
Signature of Transferor

I  (transferee)  HEREBY  APPLY  for  a  Trading  Licence  for  the  business 
described  above and  I  HEREBY DECLARE THAT  I  intend  to  make  payment 
annually/half yearly/quarterly/monthly.*

..................................................
Signature of Transferor

PENALTY FOR FALSE DECLARATION 

Under section 18 any person who makes a statement  which is false in  any 
material  particular  or  by reason  of the  omission  of any material  particular  and  
which he either knows or has reason to believe is false shall be guilty of an offence 
and incurs a penalty of a fine of one thousand dollars and imprisonment  for six  
months.

Business Names Number of
Register Number licence issued

Application No.

For official use only
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[Substituted by Ordinance 15 of 1960]

[Form 4 deleted by Ordinance 15 of 1960]

[Form 5 omitted by Commissioners of Law Revision]
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